Fact sheet and notes on Kleophrades hydria

Shape and use: purpose carrying water
Painter: the kleophrades painter
Potter: attributed to Kleophrades
Technique: Red figure 
Date: c 490-480 B.C
Size: height is 45 cm
Inscriptions: there are no signatures or inscriptions on this vase
Motifs:

Description of decoration:

Decoration Overview:
Side A

• New advances in spatial representation

as the decoration is all painted around

the neck and shoulder of the vase

• Increase in overlapping of figures

• The painter has three quarter technique

to give an unusual perspective of the

inside of the warrior’s shield while his left

thigh and foot have been foreshortened

in their frontal pose.

• To the far right of this pair is a triangle

shaped grouping deliberately removed

from the heat of the battle so that appear

to join in both halves of the continuous

narrative together.

• The two fully armed and bearded

warriors are beautifully contrasted to the

defenceless old woman cowering on the

ground
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Side B

• The painter has once again employed

foreshortening in his depiction of

Cassandra’s leg

• Aeneas is painted from a back view and

waling beside him is his young son,

Ascanius
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Significant points:

· In the story presented to us by the "Kleophrades Painter", the Greeks are certainly not seen as heroes; in fact the only acts of courage are portrayed by the Trojans. The Greeks are seen as being almost barbarian in their desires to seek revenge: a masterpiece of emotion.
· PYRAMIDAL STRUCTURING IS VERY IMPORTANT IN THE COMPOSITION OF THIS PAINTING. 
(Make your own notes)
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