	
	
	

	1) Dying person laid on ground – contact with Mother Earth – to receive his or her spirit (opposite to birth ritual where Mother Earth gives numen).
	2) Closest relative attempts to catch last breath with a kiss.
	3) Shout dead persons name three times then household begins a loud lamentation – conclamatio

	
	
	

	4) The body washed, anointed with oil and sweet smelling ointments and dressed in best clothes.
	5) Body laid out in main room of house (atrium) on a special funeral couch. Place coin under its tongue to pay Charon.
	6) Invite friends and relatives over to pay their last respects.

	
	
	

	7) Carry body in a bier in a procession. Take it outside the city for cremation.
	8) If family can afford it, hire mourners to raise noisy lamentations, beat their breasts and tear their hair.
	9) Body placed on funeral pyre. Fire lit by closest relative, his face turned away so not as to see any ill omens.

	
	
	

	10) Once pyre is burnt to embers, pour wine or water on ashes. Place ashes in urn.
	11) Place urn in niche in family tomb or in public cemetery.
	12) Family go into mourning for 8 days.

	
	
	Parentaila – honour dead parents or ancestors. It’s aim was to feed and keep them happy. Families would go to graves to make offerings.

Lemuria – held in the home. Its aim was to rid the house of unfriendly spirits.

NB. No one was allowed to be buried inside the city walls.

	13) After 8 days, house and inhabitants purified and made offerings to household gods. Hold a feast.
	14) During the year, dead remembered on feasts of dead, the Parentalia and Lemuria, as well as on anniversary of death.
	


