Apology of Sokrates, Xenophon:  Primary Source for Socrates Essays

Death wish

· “…he had now come to the conclusion that for him death was more to be desired than life…” 
· “If I perceive my decay and take to complaining, how…could I any longer take pleasure in life?”

· “God in his kindness is taking my part and securing me the opportunity of ending my life”

Conduct of trial

· “and I have tried twice already to meditate on my defence, but my divine sign interposes.”
· “Socrates, by exalting himself before the court, he brought ill-will upon himself and made his conviction by the jury more certain.” [32] 

· “if I am going to offend the jury by declaring all the blessings that I feel gods and men have bestowed on me, … I shall prefer death to begging meanly for longer life.” 

Conduct during his life
· Socrates claims to regularly been observed   “…sacrificing at the communal festivals and on the public altars.”

After Socrates explained that his daimon as the voice of Apollo,  Xenophon states that “jurors raised a clamour at hearing these words” 

NB    The jury had a similar reaction to the report of Chaeraphon’s question to the Delphic oracle.

Read all these sections from Xenophon’s Apology and select your own quotes.
 [22] More than this of course was said both by Socrates himself and by the friends who joined in his defence. But I have not made it a point to report the whole trial; rather I am satisfied to make it clear that while Socrates' whole concern was to keep free from any act of impiety toward the gods or any appearance of wrong-doing toward man, he did not think it meet to beseech the jury to let him escape death; instead, he believed that the time had now come for him to die. 
[23] This conviction of his became more evident than ever after the adverse issue of the trial. For, first of all, when he was bidden to name his penalty, he refused personally and forbade his friends to name one, but said that naming the penalty in itself implied an acknowledgment of guilt. Then, when his companions wished to remove him clandestinely from prison, he would not accompany them, but seemed actually to banter them, asking them whether they knew of any spot outside of Attica that was inaccessible to death. 

Attitude after penalty verdict 

· “he displayed the stalwart nature of his heart”

· “he did not weaken in the presence of death … but was cheerful”

 [27] With these words he departed, blithe in glance, in mien, in gait, as comported well indeed with the words he had just uttered. When he noticed that those who accompanied him were in tears, “What is this?” Hermogenes reports him as asking. “Are you just now beginning to weep? Have you not known all along that from the moment of my birth nature had condemned me to death? Verily, if I am being destroyed before my time while blessings are still pouring in upon me, clearly that should bring grief to me and to my well-wishers; but if I am ending my life when only troubles are in view, my own opinion is that you ought all to feel cheered, in the assurance that my state is happy.” 

