The Elder Pliny gives the following view of the Druids

Magic certainly took up residence in Gaul, and was practised there down to our own time. The principate of Tiberius Caesar got rid of their Druids and suchlike seers and quacks. But why should I waste my time recalling all this when their art even crossed the ocean and was carried as far as nature’s wilderness? I refer to Britain, which even today practises magic with awe-stricken wonder and with such impressive ceremonies that you might think the Persians copied them: for there is an astonishing agreement in magical practices the world over, even though the nations are either at loggerheads with or have never heard of each other. One can hardly calculate how much the world owes to the Romans for having swept away this appealing cult, in which killing a man was the ultimate act of piety and eating him the ultimate path to health.
The Epicurean View

I shall explain how the wrath
of the winds is aroused and appeased, and how all such things
cease in their violence when their fury is spent – 
all those things whose occurrence on earth and in heaven is watched
by mortal beings, usually with minds in the grip of panic,
and which bring low their spirits with fear of the gods

