	Pontifex /Pontifices
	Pontifex Maximus
	Vestal Virgins

	The flamens
	Flamen Dialis 
	Augurs

	The Quindecimviri
	The Epulones
	Haruspices

	Fourth college – Epulones (4th college)
	Brought honour to family
	Fixed dates of feasts and days assembly could be held

	Laid down and interpret rules for state worship, feasts and sacrifices
	Made mola salsa, take holy water from sacred wells, guard sacred objects
	Official residence was a small ‘palace’, the Regia, in the forum

	Never an official priesthood
	Duties represented household tasks
	Priestesses – State cult of Vesta

	6 Vestal Virgins
	Had to wear special hat at all times
	Served Vesta for 30 years (3x10 years to train, serve, teach)

	Selected very young (6-10 years)
	Made judgements on all religious matters
	15 flamens

	Temple of Vesta found in Forum
	Position held considerable power and status
	Regulated religious calendar

	Any Vestal who let the fire go out was severely punished by whipping
	Etruscan descent
	Supervised by pontifices

	Disciplinary powers over other priestly colleges
	Daughters of aristocracy
	Each flamen had to see the festival and temple of their divinity

	Each had responsibility for the worship of one particular god/goddess
	Any Vestal found guilty of breaking her vow of chastity was buried alive
	Flamen Dialis (flamen of Jupiter)

	Supervised rex sacrorum, Vestal Virigins and the flamens
	Keep sacred flame burning
	Not allowed to ride a horse, touch a corpse, a goat, raw meat.

	quindecimviri sacris faciendis – fifteen men conducting sacred rites
	His hair had to be cut by a free man only
	Not allowed to spend the night away from Rome

	Advised the senate – consult Sibylline books
	Paid for work
	15 augurs (2nd college)

	Organise public feasts for Roman and Plebian games
	make judgements on affairs of state
	Had to marry and if wife died, he lost title

	Read entrails of sacrificed animals
	Less important than augurs and pontifices
	Not allowed to touch beans or ivy, see an army or swear

	College of 16 priests
	Consult Sibylline books and interpret oracles
	Very hard to fill the position

	Elected by the people
	‘Feast organisers’
	Interpret omens or signs sent by the gods

	After Augustus took position of Pontifex Maximus – always held by the emperor
	Interpret the will of the gods
	15 priests (3rd college)

	Guard Sibylline books
	
	


TASK: Fill in the gaps using the below words:

Regulating calendar was not easy. Pontifices had used Lunar year of around 355 days, and attempted to measure it up with solar year of 365 ¼  days by inserting extra days. By the time of Julius Caesar, agricultural feasts were being held several months before or after events. Caesar was ______________ ______________ – sorted out calendar with help from mathematician.
As well as 4 major colleges of _________________, _________________, __________________ and __________________ there were a number of smaller groups connected with special rituals.

· Salii – danced in honour of ____________, performed the rites of Lupercalia
· Arval Brothers – old priesthood revived by Augustus – secure ______________ for crops by completing ceremonies.
Temple attendants were paid to perform minor __________________, maintained the ________________ and guarded cult _________________ and gifts. These people had a ________________ status than members of 4 colleges of priests.

Appointment of priests

It was not part of the duties of colleges to decide what was ​​​​​​​_______________ or immoral conduct. Posts were filled by ________________. Priests were _______________ of the state. It was a ___________-time job and there was no ____________. Those wishing to be elected had to be ________________ enough to support themselves.
Membership carried ____________ status and _____________ advantages. Once elected they held the position for _____________.
What mattered most was not believing in all the _____________ but ensuring that the ______________ were performed at the right times in the right manner and to preserve the relationship of the ____________ and the gods which Romans called ​pax deorum – ‘peace with the gods’.
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