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The indictment was brought by Meletus (poet) but the chief mover was Anytus (a democratic politician).
1. Socrates is guilty of not worshipping the gods whom the state worships but introducing new and unfamiliar religious practices

a. Before Soc. turned aside in his early twenties from speculation about the world (cosmology) to man himself (ethics, moral values), he had studied in the school of Anaxagoras in Athens. Anax. Was forced into exile when accused of impiety: he declared the sun to be no more than a mass of fire and stone.

b. Many on the jury also have remembered Alcibiades’ implication in the profanation of the Herms (religious statues) shortly before he was recalled from command of an expedition to conquer Sicily in 415BC. Alcibiades was a friend of Socrates; he had saved the former’s life at the battle of Potidea.

c. In Aristophanes’ play The Clouds Socrates is represented as an atheist.

d. His voice or sign (daimon) which checked him from embarking on certain courses of action would have been seen buy many as a sign of religious unorthodoxy.

e. The Delphic Oracle, which began Socrates’ religious mission, seemed to be anti-Athenian at the start of the Peloponnesian War; it claimed that the Spartans – with careful strategy – would win the war.

2. Socrates is guilty of corrupting the young.

a. In 404/3 there was an amnesty against political offences. One of the chief moves of this was Anytus. The 30 Tyrants, however, were exempt from the amnesty. This meant that what were essentially political charges were often couched in different language.
b. Socrates was a friend of Critias, one fo the 30 Tyrants, and a sophist to boot (‘Might is Right’). Socrates could thus have been seen as turning against democratic spirit (cf. also Alcibiades who twice fought for the Spartans).
c. Socrates was critical of ‘lottery democracy’; he believed in the role of experts.
d. Socrates’ followers’ themselves questioned prominent people – sometimes rudely and brusquely.

e. One of the main characters in Clouds is in fact corrupted by Socrates’ teaching.

f. This was a standard charge against the sophists, with whom in the popular mind, Socrates was identified: relative values; fees.

Why was he tried and convicted?

1. prejudice

2. the high-handed way in which he conducted his defence

Socrates’ Apology

1. Socrates’ task (bringing me to a knowledge of themselves and to ask questions about what is right) he saw as obeying the god at Delphi.
2. Thus irony of the charge of impiety: “The god has especially appointed me to this city, as though it were a large thoroughbred horse which… needs the stimulation of some stinging fly…”
3. ‘The god’
a. Apollo
b. All the gods (ie. the pantheon). The greeks did not make so sharply as us the distinction between monotheism and polytheism)
4. The daimon – a divine sigh which dissuaded Socrates from doing certain things (eg. not getting involved in public life).
5. Socrates owes greater allegiance to the god than to the state. He will not give up his questioning mission because to do so would be to disobey the god.
6. Happiness lies in looking after one’s soul (psyche) which for Socrates was a moral as well as an intellectual faculty. To perfect or care for the soul (ie. to examine one’s moral progress) was the most important human activity for Socrates.
7. Virtue (doing what is right) for Socrates was a matter of knowledge; we can know what is right and wrong just as we can know what are good and bad techniques in horse-training. Thus for Socrates to know what is right is necessarily to do what is right Does this mean that for him ethical knowledge must be a matter of passionate knowledge?
Socrates’ ‘assertiveness’ in his trail

· His claim at the outset that he was not great speaker
· His claim that in this case he was the only truthful speaker; he puts his accusers on trial
· His claim that the Delphic Oracle found him ‘the wisest man on earth’ which he took to mean that humans have no wisdom
· His refusal to engage in the usual emotive tricks of defendants (cf. Wasps)
· His attitude to death would not have endeared him to the jury; most would have been fearful of death
· His claim that he owed a greater obedience to god than to men would have angered some
· His humour – joke about Aristophanes
· His insistence that jealousy and slander would convict him; no doubt many of the jury would not like to have this pointed out
· His factious claim that Meletus should be fined for not getting the necessary one-fifth of the vote
· His proposal of maintenance at the state’s expense as his ‘punishment’; this certainly increased the number opposed to him
· His claim that he was a gadfly to stir up the morally lazy Athenians.
· Claims like: “I am not going to alter my conduct, not even if I have to die a hundred deaths”. Socrates has to plead loudly for order immediately after he has said this
· His claim that those who voted against him should be punished
· His daimon did not stop his method of defence
Socrates defence in general is his method of open-ended enquiry authorised by the Delphic Oracle; he argues further that the immediate charges result from the anger and suspicion of those who have been upset by his youthful imitators. The early ‘charges’ brought about by this slander have been encapsulated into the formal charges: physical speculation becomes impiety/irreligion; sophistic teaching becomes corrupting the young.
