Monotheistic Religions 
– Tasks to complete
1. What does Polytheistic and Monotheistic mean?
JUDAISM

1. Read Judaism part of handout – Make notes - Draw a timeline of contacts between the Jewish people and the Romans up to AD50

2. Read Primary source #36 – What is the Roman attitudes to the sect?
3. Summarise the difference between Judaism and Roman religion

4. List the reasons why friction might have occurred between Jews and other people in the Roman Empire. Can you suggest reasons why it may have been avoided?
CHRISTIANITY

1. Read Christianity part of handout – Make notes
2. Read primary source #28 – Discuss how you think this passage shows the nature of early conflict between Christians and Jews
3. Read primary source #29 – How does this source show the problems faced by Christian teachers??
4. Read primary source #30 – What are the key points of early Christian doctrine?

5. Read primary source #31 – What does this source highlight about the Roman Governor? What does it suggest as a reason for the gap between Judaism and Christianity?
6. Read Primary source #32 – What are the differences between Artemis/Diana of the Ephesians and Artemis/Diana of the Romans? What reason is suggested about early Christians being unpopular?
7. Read Primary Source # 33 – Criminal behaviour was within the realm of the Roman Governor but religious disputes are beyond their jurisdiction. Summarise this source with this statement in mind.
8. Read Primary source # 34 – What are some commonly held beliefs about Christians?

9. Read Primary source # 35 – Being Christian was a crime in itself. Discuss what Pliny did in regards to the Christians.
NB. Torturing slaves was common. No one would believe a slave if the confession wasn’t gathered under torture.
What does Trajan’s reply tell you about his character?
Answer the following questions using your understanding…

1. If the Cult of Mithras had included women it might have prevailed over Christianity. Discuss.
2. How did the beliefs of Christianity differ from those of:

a. Old Roman Religion

b. The philosophy of Epicurus and Zeno

c. The Mystery Cults
