ETHICAL PROBLEMS
In Victor Hugo’s Les Miserables, the hero, Jean  Valjean, is an ex-convict living under an assumed name. He has built up a successful business in which he employs most of his fellow townspeople; he becomes mayor and a public benefactor. Then he learns that another man, a feeble-minded old beggar, has been arrested as Jean Valjean and will be sent to the galleys. The real Jean Valjean then decides that it is his moral duty to reveal who he is, even at the price of being sent back to the galleys.
Do you think he should do so? Why / Why not?

A doctor, the only one in a remote district, is driving his car on an emergency call. He isn’t sure it will be a life-and-death case until he arrives at his destination, but the telephone call reported it to be crucial and he dares not assume that it will be less serious that it seems to be. On the way he witnesses a car accident which appears to be serious. A bystander, recognising his car, flags him down.

Should he stop? Why / Why not?

In Dostosvski’s novel, Crime and Punishment, the main character, Raskolnikov, plots and carries out the murder of an old woman who has a considerable amount of money in her apartment.

After killing her, he steals the money. He argues that 1) she is a malicious old woman, petty, cantankerous and scheming, her life causes no happiness to herself or to others, and 2) her money, if found after her death, would only fall into the hands of chiselers anyway, whereas he, Raskolnikov, would use it for this education.
Was he justified in his action? Why / Why not?

